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withdraw himself from tumult and fever; he
was to enter into Inner Silence, and draw out
of the silence of his heart the forms of Beauty*
The artist was to practise the yoga of silence,
of meditation. * As a man thinketh in his heart,
so is he/ The artist was to think in his heart;
he was to brood on the Infinite in him; he was
to listen to the chanting of strange voices in
the daily developing drama of nature. How
different this conception of the artist from what
we are familiar with in some modern books!
Read, for instance, the novel recently published
by Mr. Somerset Maugham called " The Moon
and Sixpence/* The story gives us the authors
idea of a model artist.
The hero of the novel is a painter, Strickland.
He is inspired one day to desert his wife and
children. He goes to Paris. He spurns all coun-
sels to return to his wife, * God damn my wife/
he says, * she is an excellent woman, I wish she
was in Hell! * He falls ill, and is nursed by a
friend, Mr. Stroeve. He falls in love with Mrs.
Stroeve. He seduces her, then deserts her;
she poisons herself; he goes to Tahiti, marries
there a native girl, and beats her ! This is a
man whom the author regards as an ' artistic
genius' and whose work is called * beautiful and
obscene/ Nothing obscene is beautiful, such is
the conviction of the Hindu artist; for beauty is
a benediction of the Higher Self, and the artist